STUDIES   IN   PROSE
tion of the voice and the accompanying ges-
ture does the mere sound of exclamation be-
long to language, even when its meaning is
unequivocal; besides the articulation and sig-
nificance of the sound, there must be further
a peculiar form of intelligent conception that
makes the sound a word, and gives it its syn-
tactical value. In order to review these rela-
tionships, we must enter at some length into
the peculiar nature of thought and the very
close connection betwen it and language that
has induced us to subject to a common exam-
ination these two characteristic elements of
human culture.
On the former occasion I endeavored to il-
lustrate a distinction which we have to make
between the thinking that alone deserves that
name par excellence, and the train of ideas
produced by the universal laws of psychic
mechanism in all animated beings in like man-
ner, but with very different degrees of vivac-
ity. In the latter our consciousness is mainly
receptive and passive; it receives the various
impressions that beset it from the environment
with or without connection, with or without
order, as chance brings them; further, it per-
mits memory, according to the general rules
of the association and recollection of ideas, to
repeat the several impressions in the same
combination, sometimes significant, sometimes
meaningless, in which they were held in the
original perception. It might seem that a
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